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PREFACE, 


4 S the 3 worthy attempt to Procure a re- 

peal of the laws enjoining Subſcription to the 
T Dank. Articles, has already occaſioned ſeveral 
perſons to peruſe theſe Articles; and, probably, the 
ſubject will be taken into conjideration by many of 
the Laity, as well as Clergy; the Author of the 
following Queries judged them not unworthy of 
the public inſpection at this juncdture. He cannot 
think an apology neceſſary for ſo free a diſcuſſion of 
Articles of human invention, and bringing them to 
the teſt of a ſtrict compariſon with the Word of 
God; which Articles, upon the moſt ſerious conſide- 
ration, he has been determined, many years ago, 
never again to ſubſcribe, and beartily laments his 
Subſcription to them, tho' an att done in his younger 
days, at a time when he judged it not unlawful. 


The Autber preſumes it highly improbable, that 
any rational Per ſon ſhould ſtudy the Scriptures, or 
the primitive Fathers, ſincerely and impartialh, 
and at the ſame time believe all the propofitions in 
the Thirty-nine Articles, in the plain, literal, and 
grammatical ſenſe ; under which belief alone, upon 
the principles of C briſtianity, they can be warranta- 


bl 


iv PREACH 


what we do not believe. 


He has been for ſome time fully perſuaded, that 
the preſent alarming run of Method'/m is an im- 
mediate diſpenſation of Providence, intended to 
puniſh rational Believers, who have ſhewn ſo little 
zeal in the cauſe of genuine Chriſtianity. Theſe 
enthuyfi:ſtic people believe the moſt obnoxious Articles 
in the firi& and literal ſenſe, and thereby confound 
the ſubſcribing Clergy with their own weapons : 
and, conſequenily, the only reaſonable way to flop the 
progreſs of this prevailing ſet?, is, to aboliſh Sub- 
ſcription to the Thirty-nine Articles; whereby the 
_ Clergy will be enabled to confute their arrogant pre- 
tenſions by Scripture, rationally interpreted, with- 
out incurring the cenſure of prevarication in the 


caſe of Subſcription. 


May the one God and Father of all give a 
bleſſing to the ſincere endeavours of the Clergy, Sc. 
who petition for relief in this important buſineſs ! 
the obtaining of which muſt tend to bis l. 
the propagation of the pure Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, 
and, probably, may lay a glorious foundation for the 
converſion of Jetos, Mahometans, and Heathens, to 
the Chriſtian Faith, | | 
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ARTICLE I. 


| HERE is but one living and 
| true God——and in unity of 
this Godhead, there be three 
perſons, of one ſubſtance, power, and eter- 
nity, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt." 


4 * 


Qu. Whether this character of the one 
Almighty God, can be ſupported by the 
principles of Reaſon, or Scripture ? 
Whether an intelligent Being, conſiſting 
of three intelligent agents, be not expreſsly 


contrary to the evident principles of _ 
On, 


e 


122 * 


ſon, by which we are enabled to diſtin= 


guiſh between truth and falſhood ? 
Whether it be not a palpable contra= 


diction to affirm, that the Father is- God, 


that the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt 
is God; and yet they are not three Gods, 
but one God? | 


Whether this be Hot as abſurd, as if | 


any one ſhould affirm, that Peter is an 
| Apoſtle, James is an Apoſtle, and John 


an Apoſtle ; and yet they are not three 


Apoſtles, but one Apoſtle ? * | 


Whether common ſenſe does not equally 


proteſt-againſt the former, as-well as latter 
abſurdity, they being exactly of a ſimilar 


nature ? 


Whether ſuch an article can poſſibly be 
the object of a rational belief to any per- 


ſon, who dares to make uſe of his rea- 
ſon in religious matters? ik 


With reſpect to Scripture, or the re- 
vealed will. of God, Whether the deſcrip- 


tion given of God in this Article, as a Being 


conſiſting of three co- equal perſons, be 


warranted by any one declaration in the 
Qld, or New Teſtament ? 5 
Whether ſuch a myſterious doctrine,. 


deemed fundamental by great numbers of 
Chriſtian profeſſors, would not in this caſe, 


have 
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have been frequently ſet forth, and ſtrongly 
-inculcated, by Chriſt and his Apoſtles? _ 
Whether it was not one end of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, to give mankind 
exact notions of Almighty God, more 
eſpecially the Gentiles, who were groſsly 
ſunk in ſuperſtition and idolatry ? 
Whether, conſiſtently with this deſign 
of Scripture, we can poflibly ſuppoſe, that 
the Athanafian deſcription of God, were it 


juſt, would not have been frequently and 


clearly given ? ; 3 
Whether this eſſential failure in the 
Athanaſian ſcheme has not been ſtrictly de- 
monſtrated, by a careful examination of 
every text, wherein the word God occurs, 
in the New Teftament; it being mentioned 


near thirteen hundred times, not one of 


which neceſſarily ſignifies more perſons 
than one? | : 


Whether the character of God, as de- 


livered in this Article, be not expreſsly 
contradicted by many plain and important 


paſſages, wherein the one God is in the 
moſt ſolemn; manner determined to be the 
Father, emphatically diſtinguiſhed from 
the Son and Holy Spirit; who are frequently 
repreſented as acting in all things, according 
to his ſupreme will and pleaſure ? | 
Whether four hundred and one paſſages 
B 2 in 


I 4% 
in the New Teſtament, wherein God the 
Father is ſtiled either the one or only God; 
or God abſolutely, by way of eminence 
and ſupremacy; or God, with ſome pecu- 
liar high titles, epithets, or attributes; do 
not effectually overthrow this Article, 
wherein it is declared, that the one God 
is a Being, conſiſting of three perſons, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ? gs 
Whether forty paſſages, wherein the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are men- 
tioned together in the New Teſtament, do 
not throughly demonſtrate the falſhood of 
this Article; as they are ſometimes ſtiled the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; ſometimes 
the living God, Chriſt, the Spirit; God, 
the Son of God, the Holy Ghoſt; God, 
the Lord, the Spirit: but not one paſſage 
is found, wherein they are ſaid to be three 
perſons in the unity of the Godhead ; or 
that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are 
the one true God. On the contrary, we 
find that the Father is called God, the 
living, and ſometimes the one God, ex- 
preſsly diſtinguiſhed from the Son and 
Holy Spirit ? N | 


Upon the whole, Whether the plain 


language and ſentiment of Scripture, re- 
lating to the one true God, be not ex- 


preſsly contrary to, and abſolutely incon- 
: | ſiſtent 
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E 
ſiſtent with, this firſt and _—_— Article of 
the Thirty- nine? 


; 


ARTI.C LEE; 


» 


2 The Son, which is the Word of the 
Father, begotten from everlaſting of the Fa- 


ther, the very and eternal God, of one ſub- 
ance with the Father, took man's nature 


in the womb of the bleſſed Virgin, of her 


ſubſtance ; ſo that wo whole and perfect 


natures, that is to ſay, the Godhead and 


manhood, were joined together in one perſon, 


never to be divided; whereof is one Chritt, 
very God and very man, who truly ſuffered, 
was crucified, dead, and buried, to reconcile | 


his Father to us . 


2y. Whether this Article, which pro- 


feſſes to ſet forth a true account of the 


Son of God, be not evidently abſurd, and 


contains groſs contradictions, when exa- 


mined by the principles of Reaſon and 


Scripture ? | 
Whether the genuine notion of God be 
not that of a Being of all poſſible perfec- 


tion, more particularly, ſelf-exiſtence and 


independence ? 
Whether a perſon can be very and eter- 
nal God, who confeſſedly is not ſelf- 


exiſtent and independent, but derives his 


B 3 | Being 


I * N 
Being: from another, which the word Se- 


orten neceſſarily implies? „5 
Whether two whole and perfect natures, 
that is, the Godhead and manhood, can 
poſſibly exiſt in one perſon; perfect God 
fignifying one intelligent Being, and perfect 
man ſignifying another; and conſequently, 
the one Chriſt, conveying the notion of 
twg perſons, an expreſs contradiction ? 
hether it be not groſs confuſion to 


_ repreſent. Chriſt, who is . expreſsly called 


one in this Article, as poſſeſſed of perfect 
Godhead ; which, according to the ſolemn 
determination of the firſt Article, denotes- 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and conſe- 
quently the Father, to-whom Chriſt re- 
conciles us ?——But I forbear drawing 
the ſhocking doctrine that may be naturally 
deduced from the grammatical conſtruc- 
tion of the words, when the two Articles 
are compared together. 

Whether the character of Chriſt, as re- 
preſented by the ſacred writers, be not 
Clear, rational, and confiftent ; being that 
of an extraordinary perſon, produced by. 
God, who received all his powers and .at- 
tributes from his God and Father; took 
our nature upon him, in obedience. to his 
holy will, for the falvation of mankind; and, 
upon account of his perfect righteouſneſs, 
amazing humiliation, and ſufferings, was 
exalted 


Ba 


enlted to high dignity and honour, ſo af 
to be worſhipped 5 the character of a 
lamb that was Jain, to the glory of God 
the Father? 

Whether Chriſt can poſfibly be entitled 
to the appellation of very and eternal Gad, 
to whom the 25e Godhead may be juſtly 
aſcribed ; there being in the New Teſtaw 
ment not leis than 240. paſſages, wherein 
Chriſt is declared to be inferior to the one 
God and F ather of all! ? EI | 

85 KART ICE E IV. „ 

20 ChrifFdid'truly rife en Hin Ml 
and took again his body, with fleſh, bones, 
and all things: appertaining to the perfec- 
tion of man's nature; wherewith he aſ- 
cended into Heaven, and there fitteth un- 
til he return to judge all men at the lt 
d ay.” 1 : 

2. Whether this Article, which, * 77 
the main tenor of it, contains ſome im- 
portant truths, viz. Chriſt's reſurrection, 
aſcenſion into Heaven, and. his . coming 
again to judge all men at the laſt day, be 
not mixed with circumſtances relating to 
theſe grand tranſactions, in expreſs con- 
tradiction to ſome deciſive texts in the 


New Teſtament, more particularly thoſe 
B 4 of 


1. 6. 1 
Being: from another, which the word Se- 


gotten neceſſarily implies? „ 
Whether two whole and perfect natures, 
that is, the Godhead and manhood, can 
poſſibly exiſt in one perſon; perfect God 
fignifying one intelligent Being, and perfect 
man ſignifying another; and conſequently, 
the one Chriſt, conveying the notion of 
two perſons, an expreſs contradiction? 
hether it be not groſs confuſion to 


repreſent Chriſt, who is expreſsly called 


one in this Article, as poſſeſſed of perfect 
Godbead; which, according to the ſolemn 
determination of the firſt Article, denotes 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and conſe- 
quently the Father, to whom Chriſt re- 
conciles us ?——But I forbear drawing 
the ſhocking doctrine that may be naturally 
deduced from the grammatical conſtruc- 
tion of the words, when the two Articles 
are compared together. 

Whether the character of Chriſt, as re- 
preſented by the ſacred writers, be not 
Clear, rational, and confiftent ; being that 
of an extraordinary perſon, produced by 
God, who received all his powers and at- 
tributes from his God and Father; took 
our nature upon him, in obedience to his 
holy will, for the ſalvation of mankind; and, 
upon account of his perfect righteouſneſs, 
amazing humiliation, and ſufferings, was 
exalted 


Ec 

ted to high dignity and honour, ſo ar 
to be worſhipped on the character of a 
lamb that was Jain, to the glory of God 
the Father? 

Whether Chriſt can poſfibly be entitled 
to the appellation of very and erernal God, 
to whom” the 200 Godbead may be juſtly 
aſcribed ; there being in the New Teſtaw 
ment not leis than 240 paſſages, wherein 
Chriſt is declared to be inferior to the one 
Gd and F ather of all ! 5 * 


I ARTICE E av. 3 
8 ChrifFdid'truly rife again Gin al. 
and took again his body, with fleſh, bones, 
and all things: appertaining to the perfec- 
tion of man's nature; wherewith he af- 
_ cehded into Heaven, and there .fitteth un- 
4 he Fever” to judge all men at the Flt 
ay. 32 SEL 


© '2y. Whether this Article, which; as to 
the main tenor of it, contains ſome im- 
portant truths, viz. Chriſt's reſurrection, 
aſcenſion into Heaven, and. his coming 
again to judge all men at the laſt day, be 
not mixed with circumſtances relating to 
theſe grand tranſactions, in expreſs con- 
tradiction to ſome deciſive texts in the 


New Teſtament, more particularly thoſe 
B 4 of 


TOY 


of the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. xv. $0, 


Now this. I jay, brethren, that fleſh and. 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of Heaven, 
neither corruption inherit incorruption: 
Again, Philipp. iii. 21, Who ſhall change 
our vile body, conſiſting now of fleſh and 
blood, hat it may be VE ined like unto his 
glorious body? EM 


„„ LR 
The Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from 
the Father and the Son, is of one ſub- 
ſtance, majeſty, and glory, with the Father 
and the Son, very and eternal God. 


Qu. Whether this deſcription of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as very and eternal God, 
proceeding from the Father and Son, be 
not an expreſs contradiction in terms; as 
very and eternal God conveys the notion 
of a Being of all poſſible perfection; and 
28 proceeding, or being derived, from two 
other perſons, neceſſarily implies the want 
of an eſſential perfection, viz. ſelf- exiſt- 


Whether the proceſſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt from the Father and the Son, ac- 
cording to the plain language and ſenti- 
ment of Scripture, does not ſignify a local 
proceffion, ar that the Spirit gocth out, 
, : or 


181 


or is ſent out, from. the F ather; and i is 
ſometimes ſtiled the Spirit of the Son, be- 
cauſe Chriſt received a commiſſion from 
the Father to ſend the Spirit; which has 


no more relation to the divine eſſence be- 


ing communicated to the Spirit by the 
Father and the Son, than what is ſaid of 
Angels, that they ſtand before the throne 
of God, and are ſent forth to execute va- 


rious offices for the benefit of the Church? 
(59 * viii. 42; Acts xv. 27; 1 John 


| * the Holy Ghoſt, who is never 


in Scripture expreſsly ſtiled God or Lord; 
who has not one inſtanee of glory aſcribed 
to him; is never invoked in prayer or praiſe; 
can poſſibly be believed to be very and 
eternal God, if we take the Scripture. for 
our rule in this grand affair? 


Whether the Holy Ghoſt be not fre- 


quently repreſented i in Scripture as inferior 
to God arid, Chriſt, as being ſent and em- 
ployed by them in very high — for 2 
ſalvation of men? 


e EL. E VI 
Holy Scripture containeth all things 
neceſſary to ſalvation; ſo that whatſoever is 
not read therein, nor may be proved there- 
by, is not to be 9 of any man, that 
it 


——— 


— un ao bit R., TL es 
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* 


. wo 


_# ſhould be believed as an article of the 


Faith, or be thought requiſit te or nece 
to ſalvation.” | 


L. Whether this Article be not th 
true foundation of. the Church of Eng- 
land, and all other. Proteſtant Churches; 
as they had no right to exiſt at firſt but 


upon the glorious privilege of Chriſti ianis 


to ſearch the Scriptures, and form their 
own Faith and religious practice upon the 
expreſs . declarations of Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles, without. a 87 regard to Maden 
authority in matters of R 


eligion? 5 
Whether the contrary can be maintained, 
without relapſing into the eſſential princi- 
ples of Popery, and in effect declarin 55 


that our firſtReformers, tho they were fu 
juſtified in a tes from the eu 


of the Church of Rome, "had A rightful 
authority to impoſe. decrees upon the con. 
ſciences of men, not warranted by. the word 
of God? F 
Whether all decrees of ' this kind; whe 
ther found in the Church of Rome, Eng- 
land, Geneva, or Scotland; ſhould not be 
treated as deviations from the ſacred rule, 
to which they all appeal E” 
5 Whether it be not an OT: W prac- 
tice in Proteſtant profeſſors, to be perpe- 
3 


1 * 1 


tually recommending and inculcating Serip- 
ture as the only rule of Faith and practice, 
and at the ſame time to be authoritatively 
enforcing doctrines and religious practices, 
not obviouſly warranted by Seripture? 

Whether the candidates for holy orders 
ſhould not be admitted to officiate in the 
Church, provided they are properly qua- 
lified in point of learning and morals, 
upon their ſolemn profeſſion of the Belief 
of: Scripture, and their reſolution to ſtudy 
it with an honeſt mind, and to inſtruct the 
people in the ſame, according to the beſt of 
their knowledge and abilities? | | 
| ARTICLE VNHL 

*The three: Creeds, Nice Creed, Atha- 

nafius's Creed, and that which is com- 
monly called the Apoſtles Creed, ought 
throughly to be received and believed; for 
they may be proved by moſt certain war- 
rants of holy Scripture.” . 


With reſpect to the Athanaſian Creed, 
Can this he proved by moſt certain war- 
rants of holy Scripture, that contains pal 
pable abſurdities and contradictions, and 
cannot be nd by the ſound of even 
one text in the whole Revelation of God? 

Can ſuch a Creed be Scripture W l 


12 
that is abſolutely inconſiſtent with the ſo- 
lemn declarations of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? 

Whether the main tenor of this famous 
Creed, be not an inſult upon common 
ſenſe, which God hath given us for the 
uſeful purpoſe of ane ing obvious 
truth — groſs falſhood ? 

Whether the dreadful ſentence of: 1 | 
nation, pronounced againſt thoſe who don't 
believe ſuch an infinitely abſurd and mon- 
ſtrous account of the: bleſſed God, be 
not a wicked invaſion of his ſupreme au- 
thority, who alone has a right to preſcribe _ 
upon what terms * creatures ſhall be ac- 
cpa 7 7:17 JI 

"Whether it | bei: not a 00 reproach upon 
this Proteſtant - Church, that this Creed, 
filled with ſuch palpable abſurdities, and 
containing ſo "dreadful a denunciation, 
has not been long ago rejected and ex- 
cluded from the public worſhip; as it is 
well known that it has given juſt offence 
not only to great numbers of the learned, 
but likewiſe to many ſincere Beræans among 
the common people ? 

Whether the unſcriptural terms in the 
Nicene, or rather Conſtantinopolitan 
Creed, ſhould not be laid aſide; as this 
ae of enjoining unſcriptural confeſ- 

ſions 


2 
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fions produced by degrees the grand apof- 
tacy of the Chriſtian Church ? | | 


ARTICLE: IX. 
«© Original Sin is the fault and cor- 
-ruption of the nature of every man, that 
naturally is engendred of the offspring of 
' Adam ; and in every perſon born into this 
world, tt deſerveth God's wrath and dam- 
nation.“ | , 


2x. Whether this Article, taken in its 
genuine and grammatical ſenſe, be not a 
groſs perverſion of the Scripture Doctrine 
of Original Sin? Kee 

Whether it be not abſolute nonſenſe to 
ſuppoſe, . that Infants are capable of any 
ſort of ſin at that age; as the idea of ſin- 
ning neceſſarily implies the knowledge of 
a law forbidding it, the tranſgreſſion of that 
law, a power of obeying or diſobeying it, 
and likewiſe the acknowledgment of an 
holy Governor, who has a rightful autho- 
rity to reward and puniſh his obedient or 
diſobedient ſubjects: all which particulars 
being, I ſay, implied in the idea of ſinning, 
of which infants are incapable by the 
very frame of their nature ; conſequently, 
to impute ſin to them muſt be abſurd, and 
RE 7 inconſiſtent 


f a4 [ 


inconſiſtent with the principles of common 


ſenſe ? m 

Whether this Article, if purſued through 
the obvious conſequences ariſing from it, 
does not convey an horrid notion of 'the 
Almighty Creator; as it declares, that ari- 
gina or birth fin (whether guilt. or moral 
corruption be meant by it) in every perſon 
torn: into. this world deſerveth Gods wrath 
and damnation ? | 

Whether this infernal doctrine, which 
profeſſeth to ſubje&t infants to amazing 
torments for millions and millions of ages 
(according to the known ſenſe that the 
compilers of the Articles gave to damna- 
tion) only for being born into the world, 
and having ſuch a nature as the Almighty 
thought fit to beſtow upon them, woulll 
not be an unanfurrable objection againſt 
the Bible itſelf, if found there; it bei 
KAbſolutely impoſſible that᷑ ſuch an abſur 
and barbarous doctrine could proceed from 


the God of truth, and merciful Father of 


all rational creatures? 1 
On the other hand, Whether it has not 


been demonſtrated by the plaineſt ani 


ſtrongeſt arguments, that the Scriptureftands 
clear of the notion of Original Sin, as ſtated 


in this Article; it being expreſely delivered | 


there, that Adam's poſterity were obnoxi- 
us 
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ous to death. only, and the uſual frailties 
'of this mortal life; this being no more 
than a neceſſary tonſequence of an ex- 
| clal on from Paradiſe, and the not enjoy- 

thoſe extraordinary privileges, which 
nescher Adam, nor his poſterity, had any 


claim to b ' the 9 frame of their na- | 


ture ? 

as the innocent ſtate of children 
be not clearly eſtabliſhed by our Saviour, 
_ agreeably to common ſenſe ; * Suffer little 
children 'to come unto me, and forbid 
them not; for of ſuch is the kingdom of 
God. Veilly 1 fay unto you, whoſoever 
ſhall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child, ſhall in no wiſe enter therein.” 
Luke xvii. 16, 17? 

With reſpe& to the latter part of this 
Arti, cle, and this infection of nature doth re- 
main, yea, in them that are regenerated, 
whereby the luſt of the fleſh is not ſubject to 
the law of God: Whether this be not di- 
rectly contrary, to the expreſs declarations 
of Scripture; 'They that are Chriſt's, that 
is, are in a regenerate ſtate, have crucified 
the fleſh with the affections and lufts ; who- 
Joever is Born of God, overcometh the world, 
knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with him, that the body of fin might bs 


deftrayed, that Las: e we ſhould not ſerve 


4. with many other texts to the like pur- 


pole; 
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poſe; which plainly ſhew, that they who 


are truly regenerated, are reconciled to God 
and his law, in the ſpirit and temper of 


their minds. They have put off the old 


man, the carnal mind; and have put on the 


new man, which after God is created in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs ; jo that they 
walk no more after the fleſh, but after the 
Spirit? 1 . 


A | 
« The condition of man after the fall 
of man, is ſuch, that he cannot turn and 
prepare himſelf, by his own natural ſtrength 
and good works, to Faith, and calling upon 
God : wherefore we have no power to do 
d. works, pleaſant and acceptable to 


God, without the grace of God by Chriſt 


preventing us, that we may have a . 
will, and working with us when we have 
that good will.“ ; 


24. Whether the plain, literal, and 
grammatical ſenſe of this Article, be not 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with the moralagency 
of man; by which alone he is capable of 
any religion at all, and without which 
virtue and vice have no exiſtence, and 
rewards and puniſhments cannot, with 


any colour of juſtice, be diſtributed ? 


Whether the notion, that man is incapa- 
Fs ble 


1 
dle of doing any thing in the buſineſs of 
a religious life, be not expreſsly contra- 
dicted by numberleſs exhortations in Scrip- 
ture to repentance and holineſs of life, 
which, upon ſuppoſition that man is not 
endued with a power of determining his 
own actions, muſt appear as ſo many 
ſolemn mockeries ; it being of no uſe to 
exhort men to what they cannot poſſibly 
erform ? 

Whether the moral precepts and injunc- 
tions of the Goſpel can poſſibly be re- 


conciled with this Article, that man is not 


a moral agent? Can God Almighty be 
ſuppoſed, without the higheſt abſurdity, to 
preſcribe moral laws to thoſe, who are not 
moral agents? Can a Being of perfect 
goodneſs require impoſſibilities of his 
creatures, and, like an Egyptian Pharaoh, 
demand brick in full tale, without allow- 


ing ſtraw for the purpoſe? As it was the 


expreſs deſign of God, in giving theſe pre- 
cepts to his rational creatures, that they 
ſhould be obſerved, conſequently they muſt 
have powers and faculties capable of re- 
ducing them to practice : otherwiſe, the 
caſe of ſuch creatures is extremely hard, 
not to be reconciled with the moral attri- 
butes of our heavenly Father. 


C ARTICLE 


cr) 


8 * . 
* ) 5 
- 


AR FL CLE XE 

« We are accounted righteous before 
God, only for the merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and not for 
our own works, or deſervings. Where 
fore, that we are juſtified by Faith only, is 
a moſt wholeſome doctrine, and very full of 


comfort.” N 1 


Qu. Whether this Article contains an 
exact account of the nature of Juſtification, 
as ſet forth in Scripture? * 

Whether St. Paul and St. James, who 
profeſſedly treat upon this ſubject, but dif- 
fer in their manner of expreſſion, may not 
eaſily be reconciled, by conſidering the 
different views of the two Apoſtles, and 
the different circumſtanges they refer to? 


When the former declares, that men are 


juſtified by Faith, and the latter by Works, 
St. Paul is evidently ſpeaking of that firſt 
juſtification, or abſolute diſcharge from 


the guilt of paſt tranſgreſſions, to which 


Jews and Gentiles were entitled upon their 
ſincere profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and which 
extraordinary grace or favor, beſtowed upon 
the firſt converts, was intended to lay them 
under the ſtrongeſt obligations to lead good 
lives for the time to come: St. James is 


profeſſedly 


[ w 


profeſſedly diſcourſing of good Works in 
conſequence of Faith, which, he ſolemnly 
declares, are abſolutely neceſſary for final 
acceptance; and the ſame doctrine is 
earneſtly inculcated by St. Paul in all his 
Epiſtles, when he is ſetting forth the du- 


ties of Chriſtian profeſſors ; in other terms, 


he fully agrees with St. James, in maintain- 
ing the neoeſſity of good Works in conſe- 
quence of Faith. With reſpe& to thoſe, 
who have been bred up in the profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, and have been wilful fin- 

ners, no Faith in the merits of Chriſt can 


be of a juſtifying nature, but what pro- 


duces actual amendment in thoſe very in- 
ſtances wherein they have been vicious, 
and univerfal' righteouſneſs the remaining 
part of their ſtate of trial. 


ARTECLE W 
„ Works done before the grace of 
Chriſt, and the inſpiration of his Spirit, 
are not pleaſant to God; foraſmuch as they 
ſpring not of Faith in Jeſu Chriſt, and are 
not done as God hath willed and com- 
manded them to be done, we doubt not but 


bar they have the nature of ſin. 


— 


Q. Whether this ee Slide not de- 


* all natural Religion, and expreſsly 
C2 contradict 
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tontradit the ſolemn determination of 
. Scripture ? 

Is it conſiſtent with any notions of na- 
tural Religion, to which the Scripture re- | 
fers, and on which it is built, to imagine 
that juſtice, honeſty, kindneſs, charity, or 
any other moral virtue, practiſed by Jews, 
Mahometans, or Heathens, are ſinſul in 
their own nature; which ſubverts the great 
difference between good and evil, and the 
moral agency of man, who could not 
poſſibly be accountable for his actions, if 
he was abſolutely incapable of performing 
any good action ? N 

Whether in this caſe it be not an expreſs 
contradiction to ſuppoſe, that man could 
be guilty of any ſinful action; as ſinning 
neceſſarily implies a power of acting con- 
formably to a law, which he wilfully 
tranſgreſſes? 

Whether the diſintereſted kindneſs and 
compaſſionate behaviour of the good Sa- 
maritan, as ſet forth in the beautiful pa- 
rable of our Saviour, could poſſibly in his 
judgment have the nature of ſin; which 
he expreſsly recommends to the imitation 
of all men? or whether the alms and 
prayers of Cornelius, the Roman Centu- 
rion, which we are aſſured came up for a 
memorial before God, whilſt he was a 
ſtranger 
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ſtranger to the grace of Chriſt, could 
poſſibly have in them the nature of ſin; 
as being approved by God himſelf, who 
is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ? 


ARTICLE XV 

“ Predeſtination to life is the everlaſt- 
ing purpoſe of God, whereby (before the 
foundations of the world were laid) he 
hath conſtantly decreed, by his counſel ſe- 
cret to us, to deliver from curſe and dam- 
nation, thoſe whom he hath choſen in 
Chriſt out of mankind, and to bring them 
by Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as veſ- 
ſels made to honour. Wherefore they 
which be endued with ſo excellent a be- 
nefit of God, be called according to God's 
purpoſe, by his Spirit working in due ſea- 
ſon,” &c. 


Au. Whether this Article, in the plain, 
literal, and grammatical ſenſe, agreeably 
to the known ſenſe of the compilers, does 
not convey this horrid notion of Almighty 
God, that he Ins ſelected, by an arbitrar 

decree before the foundation of the world, 
a certain number of men to Salvation, and 
that all proper means will be employed by 
God to ſecure the Salvation of this peculiar - 


number ? | 
C 3 Whe- 


1 


Whether it does not neceſſarily follow 
from this account of Predeſtination, that 
all thoſe who are not included in this 
ſelect number, are in a ſtate of reproba- 
tion, abſolutely cut off from a poſlibility 
it of gaining eternal life, and unavoidably 
1 expoſed to damnation, without any fault of 
their own; as this dreadful decree was form- 
1 ed before his creatures had any exiſtence ? 
i380 Whether this ſhocking doctrine be not 
| expreſsly contrary to God's moral attri- 
butes, his juſtice, mercy, and goodneſs, 
the grand foundation of all true Religion? 

Whether any earthly parent, who ſhould 
beſtow his peculiar bleſſings and favours 
upon ſome particular favourite children, 
and abandon all the reſt to poverty and 
diſtreſs, in an arbitrary way, would not 
be juſtly obnoxious to the hatred and in- 
| dignation of all men? How unreaſonable 
1 and inexcuſable then muſt it be in Chriſ- 
1 tians, to repreſent the merciful Father of 
1 all rational beings as a barbarous and 
1 cruel tyrant, and whem ſome, who never 
0 enjoyed a Revelation, have deſcribed un- 
4 der the character of the beſt and greateſt 
| Being ? e 
3 Whether ſuch a diſhonourable and hor- 
5 rid deſcription of Almighty God, if found 
I in any book claiming divine authority, 
"Ea would 


wo 
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would not prove an unanſwerable argu- 
ment againſt the truth of its ſuppoſed re- 
velation; as it is demonſtrable from the 
principles of reaſon, that the one eternal, 
ſelf-exiſtent, intelligent Being, is a . 
with the amiable perfections of goodneſs, 
| benevolence, and mercy ; which is abun- 
dantly confirmed by, daily experience, in 
the. continual orion he perpetually 
makes for all his creatures, and the pa- 
tience. and long-ſuffering he is conſtantly 
ſhewing to the wicked and ungodly, by 
ſparing them from time to time, that they 
may have an opportunity to repent of their 
ſins, and eſcape the puniſhment juſtly de- 
nounced againſt the incorrigible ? | 
Whether the whole tenour of Scripture 
(to our infinite ſatisfaction be it declared) 
does not uniformly and conſtantly incul- 
cate the mercy and goodneſs of the bene- 
volent Father of all rational creatures ? 
Whether our bleſſed Saviour hath not 
frequently repreſented God under the 
character of a tender and affectionate Fa- 
ther, as loving his children beyond the 
uſual love of parents to their offspring? 
Whether he. hath -not aſcribed goodneſs 
to the one God and Father of all, in the 
moſt eminent degree that can be con- 


ceived ? | 
C 88 Whe⸗ 
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Whether a great number of the ſtrongeſt 
expreſſions, plainly ſetting forth the lov- 
ing-kindneſs of the Lord in many various 

ways, can poſſibly be reconciled with the 
horrid doctrine delivered in this Article; 
which implies, that millions of rational 
creatures are brought into being, with no 
other view but to render them neceſſarily 
miſerable to eternal ages? 

Whether the Scripture Doctrine of Pre- 
deſtination be not, God's purpoſe to call 
the Gentiles, in general, to the knowledge 
of the Goſpel; and that no particular 

erſons were intended by that term? 

Whether the ninth chapter of St. Paul's 
Epiſtle to the Romans, from which, the 
horrid doctrine of Predeſtination, as ſtated 
in this Article, has been chiefly deduced, 
has not been demonſtrably ſhewn to be 
nothing to the purpoſe for which it has 
been alledged ; it being evidently intended 
to prove, that it was agreeable to the 
uſual methods of God's providential diſ- 
penſations, to beſtow extraordinary favours, 
or external privileges, upon ſome people; 
and not grant the ſame to other people: 
that the Jews, upon account of their obſti- 
nacy and diſobedience, were juſtly cut off 
from the external privilege of being the 
people of God; and the Gentiles, who 
OT readily 
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readily cloſed in with the gracious offers 
of Salvation, were elected into the Church? 

Whether the Gentiles being elected into 
the Church, has not been clearly proved, 
to denote only their being partakers of the 
outward privileges of the Goſpel; but by 
no means any abſolute decree to ſecure 
their title to eternal life, unleſs they im- 
proved the favour of election to the grand 
purpoſe of univerſal holineſs; which muſt 
depend upon their own endeavours, and 
an honeſt uſe of the gracious means put 
into their power; as St. Paul himſelf has 
particularly obſerved, in ch. xi. of his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, agreeably to the 
doctrine inculcated thro' all his Epiſtles, 
and that of the other Apoſtles? 

Whether the compilers of this Article 
were not themſelves ſenſible of odious 
conſequences naturally ariſing from it, that 
it might prove a ſuitable engine for the 
devil, to drive people into deſpair, or a 
vicious courſe of life; this being the pro- 
feſſed ſentiment of the latter part of the 
Article, when they declare, that for curi- 
ous and carnal perſons, lacking the Spirit 
of Chriſt, to have continually before their 
eyes the ſentence of God's Predeſtination, 
is a moſt dangerous downfall ; whereby 
the devil doth thruſt them either into def- 


peration, 
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peration, or into wretchleſneſs of moſt 
unclean living, no leſs perilous than deſpe- 
ration ? | | . 
Whether it does not ſeem ſtrange and 
unaccountable, that Chriſtian profeſſors 
ſhould recommend and enforce an Article 
upon the conſciences of men, which, by 


their own confeſſion, has a natural ten- 
dency to help forward the curſed deſigns 


of the devil himſelf, the grand adverſary 
of God and goodneſs ? ; 

[Remarkable it is, that Biſhop Burnet, in 
his Hiſtory of the Reformation, makes 
expreſs mention of the miſchiefs occaſion- 
ed by the doctrine of Predeſtination; 
« that it had a very ill effect upon the 


lives of many, who thought they were 


ſet looſe from all obligations ; and that 
was indeed the greateſt ſcandal of the Re- 
formation. The preachers were aware of 


it, and apprehenſive of the judgments of 


God, that would follow on it; of which 
they gave the nation free warning.” 

But if the compilers of the Article of 
Predeſtination did themſelves ſee bad con- 
ſequences ariſing from it; if thoſe bad 
conſequences were actually felt and com- 
plained of; if the preachers were obliged, 
in order to prevent the miſchief from 
ſpreading, to deliver doctrines, either con- 

; trary 
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trary to it, or, at leaſt, that would take off 
the minds of the people from all thoughts 
of this miſchievous doctrine ; what a ju- 
dicial blindneſs and infatuation muſt have 
poſſeſſed the minds of our firſt Reformers 
(tho worthy perſons in ſeyeral reſpects) 
to continue the impoſition of ſuch a con- 
feſſedly hurtful Article upon the conſci- 
ences of men, and make ſubſcription to it 
a neceſſary qualification for almoſt all ec- 
clefiaſtical offices in the Church of Eng- 
land? and what a ſad reflection is it upon 
our ſucceeding governors in this - Proteſtant 
Church, that ſuch a dreadful Article ſnould 
ſtill be kept up, notwithſtanding all the 
light and advantages for religious knowledge 
we have enjoyed? — See Biſhop Burnet's 
Abridgment of the Hiſtory of the Reforma» 
tion, page 87, 2d edition, London, 1683. 

Upon the whole, Whether this Article 
does not deſerve the hearty abhorrence of 
all perſons, who entertain any rational ſen= 
timents of God and Chriſtianity ? 


ART OEB 
* They are to be had accurſed, that 
preſume to ſay, that every man ſhall be 
ſaved by the law or ſeq; which he pro- 
feſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame his 
life according to- that law, and the light 
of nature, For holy Scripture doth ſet 
5 . 
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eut unto us only the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whereby men muſt be ſaved.” 


94. Whether this Article be not ex- 
preſsly contradicted by the ſolemn deter- 
mination of St. Peter; who aſſures us, 
when particularly enlightened by the Spirit 
of God, that of a truth God is no re- 
ſpecter of perſons. But in every nation, 
he that feareth him, and worketh righte- 
ouſneſs, is accepted with him? 


ARTICLE XK. 
« The Church hath, power to decree 
Rites or Ceremonies, and authority in con- 
troverſies of Faith, &c- N 


94. Whether, in all queſtions relating 
to the authority of the Church, it be not 
very neceſſary to fix the true idea of the 
word; as this term has been frequently 
uſed in an improper ſenſe, and, what is 
infinitely worſe, it has been horridly abuſed, 
to promote the wicked purpoſes of party 
bigots? | . a 

Whether it be not extremely plain, from 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, and the ſaluta- 
tions of St. Paul, in moſt of his Epiſtles, 
that the word Church, in its original and 


genuine ſignification, denotes believers in 


Chriſt, whether paſtors or people? 
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Whether this ſenſe of the word Church 
be not warranted by the definition of it in 
the foregoing Article; and, conſequently, 
the People, as well as Clergy, mult be en- 
titled to the authority claimed to decree 
rites or ceremonies, and to determine 


controverſies of Faith ? If nothing 
more be meant, by the Church having 
power to decree rites or ceremonies, than 
the regular agreement of a Chriſtian ſociety, 
to appoint ſome innocent ceremonies for 
the ſake of decency and order, as recom- 
mended by St. Paul, no reaſonable objec- 
tion can be formed to this part of the 
Article. But if, under this pretence, 
power 1s inconſiſtently claimed by the 
Clergy, to impoſe what rites they pleaſe 
upon the conſciences of the people, and 
to make their conformity to them equally 
neceſſary with the expreſs inſtitutions of 
Chriſt himſelf; is not this facrilegiouſly 
to invade the prerogative of the one Law- 
giver Jeſus Chir iſt, the only Head of the 
Church appointed by Al God? 
Whether the great number of ceremo- 
nies, which the Church of Rome hath in- 
troduced into the public worſhip, was not 
entirely owing to this principle, that the 
Church hath power to decree rites or ce- 
remonies? 
As to matters of Faith, Whether it be 
conſi ſtent 


L 30 4 
conſiſtent with the ſolemn declarations of 
the Church itſelf, and even of this very 
Article, to claim an authority to make 
Articles of Faith, which Chriſt and his 
| Apoſtles have not made fo? Or, if this 
ſenſe be too preſumptuous to be admitted, 
in oppoſition to the expreſs authority of 
Scripture, and its own determination, Can 
this Proteſtant Church claim an abſolute 
authority to deliver its own interpretations 
of Scripture as a certain rule of Faith, 
and enforce them upon the conſciences of 
its members, without allowing them the 
liberty of judging whether its e 
tions be right or wrong? 

Whether ſuch an authority does not 
imply an implicit Faith in what is called 
the Church; which is an eſſential princi- 
ple of Popery, the main foundation on 
| which the enormous corruptions of the 
Hi Church of Rome are built, and by which 
. they are ſtill ſupported? _ 

With Whether Church- authority, in this ute 

wn © » not inconſiſtently demolithed by chis 

1 Article; F it be not lawful, as it is 

| | | 1 Rid. to ordain any thing that is contrary to 70 
| 


DD a Bno&_E 5&5  & >. c.. 


= 5 a; mm >.” BD 


Gs 


OD OO nn ©OÞ» 


= 


=_— God s word written; neither may it fo ex- 2 
| pound one place of Scripture, that it be re- di 
{i pugnant to another : and that, as it ought Pi 
not to decree any thing that ts againſt holy Cz 


1 writ, ſo befides the ſame ought it not to en- 
i force 1 
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force any thing to be believed far neceſſity of 
Salvation : which declarations are little 


elſe but a mere empty ſound, without any 
determinate meaning, unleſs the perſons: to 
whom the' interpretations and decrees of 
the Church are referred, be allowed to 
exerciſe their judgment, whether they be 
agreeable to Scripture, or not? 

As Church-authority has been earried to 
an. enormous pitch, it may be properly 
queried, Whether a regard for human au- 
thority in religion, has not proved the 
main ſupport of the groſſeſt errors in the 
neighbouring countries? 

Whether authority was not employed to 
hinder the voice of the Son of God him- 
ſelf from being heard; it being a more 
powerful argument, among the people, to 
aſk, Do any of the Phariſees, or Doctors 
of the Motaical law, believe in him ? than 
to alk; Whether ever man wor ked mira- 
cles, or ever ſpake and lived like him? 
and whilſt excommunication, or being ex- 
cluded from the ſynagogue, was the mark 
ſet upon thoſe, WhO ſhould acknowledge 
him to be the true Meſſiah? 

Whether authority, among heathens, 
did not afterwards put all the ſtop to the 


progreſs. of Chriſtianity that this world 


can poſſibly effect? 


And when Chriſtians had got the civil 


5 power 
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wer on their fide, and became the. ma- 
Jority, Whether authority (which Chriſ- 
tians thought would prove uſeful to their 
cauſe, tho' by experience they had found 
it its greateſt enemy) did not, by degrees, 
lay waſte the honour of Chriſtianity, and 
well nigh extinguiſh it from amongſt men? 

Whether authority has not been the fa- 
tal method to recommend and guard the 
whole load of abſurdities, and depravations 
of true Religion, under which Chriſtian 
people were in captivity, by diſgraces, 
violence, and inquiſitions ; by making it 
infamous, or terrible, to any to oppoſe 
them? | 1 8 5 

Whether authority be not the miſ- 
chievous engine, which would have pre- 
vented all reformation, where it has ob- 
tained, and which is its greateſt obſtacle, 
where it has not? Nel ne . 

Whether human authority in religion, 
did not ſet up itſelf againſt the beginnings 
of this Church of England itſelf; and 
which alone now conteſts with it, the 
foundation upon which it ſtands? 

Whether the end of religion in general, 
and of the Chriſtian in particular, be not 
weakened in proportion to the effect of 
worldly motives, and the mere authority 
of man, ſeparate from the arguments of 


Reaſon, 


CC 
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Reaſon, and the motives and maxim of 
the Goſpel itſelf ? 

Whether it be not high time for the 
Church of England to return to the ori- 
ginal principles on which it was founded; 
and to diſclaim all human authority in reli- 


gious matters, by deeds, as well as words? 


R TELE Y 
e Altho' in the viſible Church, the 
evil be ever mingled with the good, and 
ſometimes the evil have the chief autho- 
rity in the miniſtration of the word and 
facraments; yet foraſmuch as they do 
not the ſame in their own name, but in 
Chriſt's, and do miniſter by his commiſſion 
and authority, we may uſe their miniſtry, 
both in hearing the word of God, and in 
receiving the ſacraments, &c.“ 


Q. Whether wicked Miniſters, whilſt 


they continue ſuch, can poſſibly be faid 


to act by an authority derived from Chriſt; 
when by their evil example they propa- 
gate vice and immorality in the world, 
and are really profaning their holy office mY 
their unworthy behaviour ? 
Whether diſcipline ſhould not be exer- 
ciſed, in all Chriſtian ſocieties, according 
to the appointment of Chriſt, and the ſet- 
tled — of the primitive Church; and 
<< D | more 


1 


more particularly with regard to evit Mi- 
3 9 reform their conduct 
after proper admonitions ? mr 

| Whether true Chriſtian diſcipline, which 
is a juſt and merciful ſcheme, if it could 
poſſibly be reſtored in this national Church, 
would not prove of infinitely more ſervice 
to ſecure its real intereſt, the honour of 
Chriſtianity, and a proper reverence for 
its Miniſters, than ſubſcription to ever ſo 
many Articles, drawn up by fallible men? 
Whether a Clergyman, who takes pains 
in his profeſſion, officiates in public 
agreeably to the expreſs inſtitutions of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, conſtaptly incul- 
cates the plain and undiſputed. doctrines 
of the Goſpel, and demonſtrates his belief 
of Chriſtianity by a pious, good, and vire 


tuous example, does not give a more va- 


luable ſecurity to the governors of the 
Church, of the orthodoxy of his Faith, 
than can poſſibly be given by all the oaths, 
ſubſcriptions, and declarations, that have 


been invented by men, from the time of the 


Nicene Council, 325 (when the practice of 
impoſing unſcriptural terms, and requir- 
ing ſubſcription to them, firſt began) to 
1571, when the 39 Articles received the 
ratification of Queen Elizabeth, and were 
ſolemnly confirmed by the ſubſcription of 
the hand of the Archbiſhop and — ; 


{ $5 4 
of tlie upper houſe, and by the ſubſcrip= 


tion of the whole Clergy of the lower 
houſe of Convocation. Bott 


' ARTICLES XXVII. and XVIII. 
n Baptiſm, and the Supper of our Lord. 


Qu. Whether theſe two Grictiinl rites, 
which entirely depend upon the inſtitution 
of Chriſt himſelf, and derive their obligation 
from his will only, ſhould not be ſet forth 
in the expreſs words of Scripture, and 
practiſed agreeably to the . nr inſtitu- 
tion, ſo far as we can get certain informa- 
tion relating to it? 

Whether the former (viz. Baptiſin) was 
not intended as an initiating rite, whereby 
proſelytes from another religion, whether 
Jews or Heathens, openly profeſſed them- 
ſelves diſciples of Chriſt? © 
Whether it does not ſeem probable, from 
the Acts of the Apoſtles (which contains 
an hiſtory of the firſt propagation of 
Chriſtianity for 30 years) that Baptiſm 
was originally deſigned for converts only; 
as we have no account, during that time, of 
the children of Chriſtian . parents being 
baptized, either infarits or adult But 
as nothing abſolutely certain appears upon 
this point, and Baptiſm is a mere external 
rite, to be adminiſtered but once, as uni- 


verſally agreed, Whether this be not one 
D 2 of 
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of thoſe caſes, which are proper to exer- 
Ciſe the great duty of mutual forbearance 
and toleration in all Chriſtian ſocieties ? 
Whether the external mode and time of 
adminiſtering Baptiſm, provided theoriginal 
form be obſerved, ſhould not be left entirely 
to the diſcretion of Chriſtian parents ? 
Whether the Lord's Supper, as deli- 
livered in its original ſimplicity, by our 
Lord, and his Apoſtle Paul, be not a plain 
inſtitution, well calculated, without ſu- 
perſtition, to keep up the remembrance of 
Chriſt, as our crucified Saviour (which 
powerfully engages us to the practice of 
every Chriſtian duty) and more particular- 
Jy, an excellent means to remind Chriſ- 
tians of the great obligations they are un- 
der, to live in peace, 450 and charity? 
Whether the higheſt regard ſhould not 
be paid to the expreſs declarations of the 
New Teſtament upon this poſitive duty; 
which would prevent ſome hurtful errors 
fixed upon it by human authority, and re- 
move the unreaſonable fears of honeſt 
F.C | 


o «© © - 

*© The book of Conſecration of Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops, and ordering of Prieſts 
and Deacons, &c. hath nothing in it that of 
itſelf is ſuperſtitious and ungodly,” 7 


* # 


1 

2. Whether the book of Conſecration 
Fan be ſaid, to contain nothing that of it- 
ſelf is ſuperſtitious and ungodly; as an ex- 
traordinary power, not warranted by Scrip- 
ture, ſeems to be given to every Prieſt at 
his ordination, in theſe words: Receive 
the Holy Ghoſt, for the office and work 
of a Prieſt, now committed unto thee, by 
the impoſition of our hands. Whoſe fins 
thou doſt forgive, they are forgiven ; and 
whoſe ſins thou doſt retain, they are re- 
tained.“ In conſequence of this power, 
the Prieſt is directed, in the office for the 
viſitation of the ſick (upon the ſick per- 
ſon's confeſſing his fins, and defiring ab- 
ſolution) to pronounce this ſolemn ſen- 
tence of remiſſion, as from the mouth of 
God himſelf: © By the authoritycommitted 
to me, I abſolve thee from all thy fins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt ?” 
Whether this uſurped and extravagant 
pretenfion, which the Pope himſelf did 
not claim till ſome hundred years after 
groſs corruptions were introduced into the 
Church, did not vaſtly contribute to en- 
large his power over the conſciences of 
men ; till, at laſt, even kings and princes 
became his ſpiritual vaſſals ? 


Whether any Proteſtant Biſhop, in theſe 


days, can poſſibly believe, that he has an 
5 23 authority 
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authority to confer this power upon the 
Prieſts whom he ordains ; or the Prieſts 
really think, that they receive it from the 
Biſhop, by the impoſition of hands? 

Whether it be not abſolutely neceſſary 
to lay aſide ſuch mock powers; as they 
naturally tend to expoſe the Miniſters of 

the Church of England,' and the religion 
they profeſs, to the ſcorn and reproach of 
ſceptics and unbelievers ? - 

Again, Whether the two ordination 
hymns, directed to the Holy Ghoſt, as 
mel God (and in one of which, the 
groſs Athanaſian doctrine of three co- 
equal Perſons, and one God, is expreſſed) 
can be deemed little leſs than ſuperſtition ; 
as we find no direct invocation of the Holy 
Spirit, in prayer, praiſe, or glory, in the 
New Teſtament ; all the Scripture forms 
being abſolutely inconſiſtent with it? 

Whether the leaſt colour of evidence can 
be produced for worſhip of any kind paid, 
in the word of God, to a conſubſtantial 
Trinity ? | 

Upon the whole, Whether ſubſcription 
to ſo many abſurd and contradictory pro- 
poſitions be not an intolerable grievance, 
to perſons really concerned for i honour 
of Chriſtianity, and the propagation of 
it pure and unmixed throughout the 


world? 
2 
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Whether all declarations and ſubſcrip- 
tions, in which Chriſtian profeffors are 
engaged, ſhould not be made with the 
greateſt - ſimplicity; ſo as to afford no 
room ſor - ſubtle arts, and evaſive diſtinc- 
tions,: to palliate what in any other caſe 
would be thought groſs prevarication ? _ 

Whether it would not redound to the im- 
mortal honour of theBritiſh Legiſlature, to 
favour the preſent worthy attempt of the 
petitioning Clergy, for relief-in the matter 
of 2 to the 39 Articles, and 
ſtrict conformity to every part of the pre- 
ſent Liturgy; that the Goſpel may have 
its free courſe, and rational believers may 
be legally qualified to officiate as real Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and ſet forth Chriſtianity 
in its original purity, free from all human 
mixtures? 462 W555 

Whether Mr. Locke, one of the beſt of 
Chriſtian philoſophers, and who has been of 
eminent ſervice to this country in ſeveral 
reſpects, has not deſerved extremely well 
of the Chriſtian religion, more particular- 
ly, in his Treatiſe of the Reaſonableneſs of 
Chriſtianity, as delivered in the Scrip- 
tures ? a 
Whether he has not pointed out the 
. reaſonableneſs and excellency of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt 
light, and ſhewn the plain ſimplicity of 
5 Ms Goſpel 
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ä—ↄŹDʒ—j— — — ——— nn > cp rn 
- r e — > - 
It 
* 


- — -- IT r 


—— — 8 pu 
- 
r 


LS — 
ͤmQ2— —— ꝙ— 2 
5 34s o * 
f 9 1 * 
28 70) AE E 
* * * - * * 


N * * V- —— — 
— — — — r 
— — * 3 
— 


— — — a 
> I co — . 
p — _ — 5 


r 


delivered in the Scriptures. 


. — — - 3 
* 


— 
— 
E * 
r 
— 

a e 

— . fy 
TORE * 
— — peach re — 
— — — 


180 


Goſpel Faith in ſuch a way, as neceſſari- 
ly implies the unreaſonableneſs of im- 
poſing a large number of ſpeculative pro- 
poſitions upon the conſciences of men, 
without any warrant from the expreſs de- 
clarations of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? 
Whether this treatiſe *, as being wrote 


by a diſintereſted Lay-Gentleman, and 


one to whom the Britiſh conſtitution is ſo 
much obliged, may not be properly re- 
commended at this time to the Honoura- 
ble Members of both Houſes of Par- 
liament? JETS | 

Whether it would not be far better, if 
Clergymen, before they entered upon their 
office, were obliged to read over a col- 


lection of texts, taken out of the Old and 


New Teſtament, relating to the miniſte- 
rial duty; and to declare their reſolution 
in a ſolemn manner, before the congrega- 
tion committed to their charge, to inſtruct 
them agreeably to the Scripture precepts 


juſt ſet forth, and frame their lives accord- 


ingly; whether, I fay, ſuch a practice 
would not be far better than the preſent 
method of declaring their unfeigned aſſent 


to a large number of ſpeculative propoſi- 


tions (the whole being 158) which have 
little or no reference to Chriſtian edifica- 


Vid. Locke's Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, as 


tion, 


4 
— 
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tion, and which (many of them at leaft) 
are abſolutely falſe ? | 
Whether to this Profeſſion there ſhould 
not be added, a ſolemn Proteſt againſt the 
groſs corruptions of Popery, and all impo- 
ſitions upon conſcience, not warranted by 
the expreſs declarations of Chriſt and bis 
Apoſtles ? - Y” 


| 
1171 
| i A II; 
14 _ A P 
es Sap | 7 | | 
. 5 O F | . 
= TEETH | 5 
iP 2 H.: 
115 . | RE | as 
4 Which deſerve the ſerious Conſidera- fo 
141 i tion of all thoſe, who are either deſign- 
44 ed for HoLy ORD ERS, or are actually 
1 ORDAINED : ſe 
„ | 4 : ; | re 
41,188 And may, with peculiar Propriety, be read * 
a over before a Chriſtian Congregation, inſtead ; 
WF of the THIRTY-NIVER ARTICLES, upon a 5 
. Miniſter's taking the Charge of it. . 
$1188 JEREMIAH i. 7, 8. ks 
#11198 UT the Lord ſaid to me, Say not, I am th 
16625 a child: for thou ſhalt go to all that 
$1180 I ſhall ſend thee, and whatſoever: I com- bot 
3! mand thee, thou ſhalt ſpeak. h. 
| il 18 Be not afraid of their faces: for I am 4 
M with thee, to deliver thee, ſaith the Lord. c 
11.80 JEREMIAH xxiii. I, 2, 3. | Þ 
110 Wo be unto the paſtors that deſtroy and | 8 
4 16 bad ; ( 
1 ſcatter the ſneep of my paſture, ſaith the » 
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Iherefore thus ſaith the Lord God of 
Iſrael, againſt the paſtors that feed my 
people, Ye have ſcattered my flock, and 
driven them away, and have not viſited 
them; behold, I will viſit upon you the 
evil of your doings, faith the Lord. 

And I will gather the remnant of my 
flock out of all the countries, whithes I 
have driven them, and will bring them 
again to their folds, and they ſhall be fruit- 
ful, and increaſe. Fs 

„ ES#KIEh MN. to 4o . .. 

And he ſaid unto me, Son of Man, I 
ſend thee to the children of Iſrael, to a 
rebellious nation, that hath rebelled againſt 
me: they, and their fathers, have tranſ- 
greſſed againſt me, even unto this very 

3 "FE ; "IJ 
For they are impudent children, and 
ſtiff hearted: I do ſend thee unto them, 
and thou ſhalt ſay unto them, Thus faith 
the Lord Gd. | . 5 

And they, whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear; for they are a 
rebellious houſe; yet ſhall know that there 
hath been a Prophet among them. 

And thou, Son of Man, be not afraid 
of them; neither be afraid of their words, 
though briers and thorns be with thee, and 
thou doſt dwell among the ſcorpions : Be 
not afraid. of their words, nor be diſmayed 
„ at 


bb. 


at their looks, though they be a rebellious 
©" "TY gs 

And thou ſhalt ſpeak my words unto 
them, whether they will hear, or whe- 
ther they will forbear, for they are moſt 
rebellious, | 
| EZEKIEL ili. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. 

Son of Man, I have made thee a watch- 
man unto the houſe of Iſrael ; therefore 
Hear the word at my mouth, and give 
them warning from me. 

When I ſay unto the wicked, Thou ſhalt 
ſurely die ; and thou giveſt him not warn- 
ing, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way, to fave his life; the ſame 
wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity ; but 
his blood will I require at thine hand. 

Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he 
turn not from his wickedneſs, nor from 
his wicked way, he ſhall die in his ini- 
quity ; but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. 


Again, when a righteous man doth turn 


from his righteouſmeſs, and commit ini- 


quity, and I lay a ſtumbling-block before 
him, he ſhall die : becauſe thou haſt not 
given him warning, he ſhall die in hie 
tin, and his righteouſneſs which he has 
done ſhall not be remembered ; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand. 
Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the righteous 
man, that the righteous ſin not, and — 
dot 


the people of the land take a man of their 


{ 45 J 


doth not fin ; he ſhall ſurely live, becauſe 


he is warned : alſo thou haſt delivered thy 


foul, - | 
EZEKIEL XXX1ll. 1—9. 1 
Again, the word of the Lord came unto 
me, ſaying, Son of Man, ſpeak to the 
children of thy people, and ſay unto them, 
When I bring the ſword upon a land, if 
coaſts, and ſet him for their watchman : * 
If when he ſeeth the ſword come upott 
the land, he blow the trumpet, and warn 
the people; | 
Then whoſoever heareth the ſound of 
the trumpet, and taketh not warning ; if 
the ſword come and take him away, his 
blood ſhall be upon his own head, | 
He heard the ſound of the trumpet, and 
took not warning ; his blood ſhall be upon 
him ; but he that taketh warning, ſhall de- 
liver his ſoul, | | 
But if the watchman ſee the ſword 
come, and blow not the trumpet, and the 
people be not warned: if the ſword come 
and take any perſon from among them, 
he is taken away in his iniquity ; but his 
blood will I require at the watchman's 
hand, 8 
So thou, O Son of Man, I have ſet thee 
a watchman unto the houſe of Iſrael: 
; therefore 
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therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at my 
mouth, and warn them from me. 

When I ſay unto the wicked, O wicked 
man, thon ſhalt ſurely die ; if thou doſt 
not warn the wicked man from his way, 
that wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity ; 
but his blood will I require at thine hand. 

Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the wicked 
of his way, to turn from it: if he do 
not turn from his way, he ſhall die in his 
iniquity ; but thou haſt delivered thy foul. 
| _ EZEKIEL XXXiv. I—10, | 
And the word of the Lord came unto 
me, ſaying, „„ . 
Son of Man, propheſy againſt the ſhep- 
herds of Iſrael ; propheſy and ſay unto 
them, Thus ſaith the Lord God unto the 


ſhepherds, Wo be to the. ſhepherds of 


Iſrael, that do feed themſelves : ſhould 
not ſhepherds feed the flocks? 
Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with 
the wool ; ye kill them that are fed; but 

ye feed not the flock.” IO OO 
The diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, 
neither have ye heated that which was 
ſick, neither have ye bound up that which 
was broken, neither have ye brought again 
that which was driven away, neither have 
= ſought that which was loſt; but with 
orce and cruelty have ye ruled them. -* 
And they were ſcattered, becauſe there 
| IS 


* 


T 4 1 
js no ſhepherd, and they became meat to 


Al the beaſts of the Feld, when they were 


ſcattered. 
My ſheep. tre through all the 


| mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, 
my flock was ſcattered upon all the — 


of the earth, and none did ſearch or ſeek 
after them. 
Therefore, ye Shepherds, hear che word 
of the Lord. 

As I live, faith the Lord God, ſurely, 
becauſe my flock became a prey, and my 
flock became meat to every beaſt of the 
field, becauſe there was no 5 th epherd, net 
ther did my ſhepherds fearch for my flock; 


but the ſhepherds fed themſelves, and fed 


not my flock, . 
Therefore, O ye ſhepherds, hear ye the 
word of the Lord. 
Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, 1 — 
againſt the the herds, and I will re 
my flock at their hands, and cauſe — 
to ceaſe from feeding the flock; neither 
ſhall the ſhepherds feed themſelves any 
more; for I will deliver my flock from 
their mouth, that * may not be meat 
for them. 
MaxAckr ii. 7, 3,9 | 
For the Prieſt's lips ſhould ; 1 | 


ledge, and — ſhould ſeek the law at his 


mouth; 


T w8- 1 


mouth; for he is the W of * 
Lord of: Hos. 
But ye are departed out of the way'; a 
have cauſed many to ſtumble at the law; 
ye have corrupted the covenant: of 1 5 
faith the Lord of Hoſts. 
Therefore have I alſo made you Cos 
temptible and baſe before all the people, 
according as ye have not kept my e bat 
have been partial in the law. | 
) '- MatTarew . 16. II 
Bchold, I ſend you forth as — in the 
midſt of wolves ; be ye therefore wiſe” as 
wo and bamnlefs as doves. | 
Acts . 8, 191 20, r. 
Ye know, from the firſt day that I came 
into Aſia, after what manner 1 have been 
| with you at all ſeaſons; | 
Serving the Lord with all humitity of 
mind, and with many tears and tempta- 
tions, which befell me by the ng: in 
wait of the ſews: 


- And: how 1 kept back chin that was 
profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you, : 
and have taught vou n ard from 
houſe to houſe; -: > Ts 

Teſtifying both to the Jews, ond. alſo: : 


to the Greeks,” Repentance toward God, 

and Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

{461 13 W. VERSE 24. A ba. * al 
Node. of theſe things move me, neither 
count, 


[ 4 ] 
count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that 
I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the 


miniſtry, which I have received of the 
Lord Jeſus, to 1 the b er of the 


grace of 


VERSE 26—3 8 

I take to record this day, that I am 
Prag from the blood of all men. 

For I have not ſhunned to declare 

unto you all the counſel of God. 

Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, 
and unto all the flock, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, to 
feed the Church * of God, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own blood. 

For I know this, that after my depart- 
ing ſhall grievous wolves enter in among 


| you, not ſparing the flock. 


Alſo of your ownſelves ſhall men ariſe, 
ſpeaking. perverſe things, to- draw away 
diſciples after them. 

Therefore watch; and remember, that 
by the ſpace of three years I ceaſed not to 
warn every one night and day with tears. 

3 Col iv: 1, 1. 
Let a man ſo account of us, as of the 


miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the 


myſteries of God. 


* Of the Lord, aeconding to the reading of the 4 
ancient MSS, 


E M.ore- 
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Moreover it is - in ſtewards, that 
a man be found faithful. | 
1 Cor. ix. 22. 
0 the weak became I as weak, that 1 
might gain the weak; I am made all things 
to all men, that 1 might by all means ave 


ſome. | 
„ CO 3:33 
| Even as 1 pleaſe all men in all things, 
not ſeeking mine own profit, but the 
8 of many, that they may be ſaved. 
2 Con, u. 1. 


For we are not as many, which corrupt 


the word of God; but as of fincerity, 
but as of God, in the bh of God ** 
we in Chriſt. 

„ „ On bs. 0. 

We preach not ourſelves, but Jeſus 
-Chriſt the Lord, and ourſelves your ſervants 
for Jeſus ſake. 

2 Con. v. 11 

Knowing therefore the terrot of the 

Lord, we perſuade men; but we are 


made manifeſt unto God, and I truſt alle 


are made manifeſt in your conſciences. 
en, 0. 
"Now: then we are embaſſadors for Chriſt, 
as though God did beſeech you by us: we 
pray _ in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled 


to God. 
2 .. 


\ 
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2 CoR.. vi. I—T0. 

We then, as workers together wich 
him, beſeech you alſo, that ye receive not 
the grace of God in vain: (for he ſaith, 
J have heard thee in a time accepted, and 
in the day of Salvation have I ſuccoured 
thee : behold, now is the accepted time; 
- behold, now is the day of Salvation) 
Giving no offence in any thing, that the 
miniſtry be not blamed :—Bur in all things 
approving ourſelves as the miniſters of 
Gods, in much patience, in afflictions, in 
neceſſities, in diſtrefſles—in ſtripes, in 
impriſonments, in tumults, in labours, in 
watchings, in faſtings.— By pureneſs, by 
knowledge, by long-ſuitering, by kindneſs, 
by the Holy Ghoſt, by love unfeigned.— 
By the word of truth, by the power of 
God, by the armour of righteouſneſs on 
the right hand and on the left :—By 
honour and diſhonour, by evil report 
and good report; as deceivers, and yet 
true ;—as unknown, and yet well known ; 
as dying, and behold we live; as chaſten- 
ed,. and not killed ;—as ſorrowful, yet 
alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many 
rich ; as having nothing, and * poſſeſſing 
all things. 

CoLoss TANs 1. 28, 29. 
We preach, warning every man, and 


teaching Wen in all wiſdom, that 
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we may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt, 


Jeſus ;—whereunto I alſo labour, ſtrivin 
according to his working, which worketh 


in me iS. 
CoLOSSIANS iv. 17. 
And lay to Archippus, Take heed to the 


miniſtry, which thou haſt received in the 


| Lord, that thou fulfil it. 


1 THESSALONIANS ll. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 6. 
For our exhortation was not of deceit, 


nor of uncleanneſs, nor in guile :—but as 


we were allowed of God: to be put in 
truſt with the Goſpel, even ſo we ſpeak, 


not as pleaſing men, but God, which 


trieth our hearts. For neither at any time, 
uſed we flattering words, as ye know, nor 
a cloke of covetouſneis; God is witneſs. 


'— Nor of men ſought we glory ; neither 


of you, nor yet of others, when we might 
have been burdenſome as the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt But we were gentle among you, 


even as a nurſe cheriſheth her children. 


So, being affectionately defirous of you, 
we were willing to have imparted unto 
you, not the Goſpel of God only, but 
alſo our own ſouls, becauſe ye. "ware dear 
unto us. 
1 Tnxss. ii. 10, 11, 12; ; 

Ye are witneſſes, and God alſo, how 
holily, and juſtly, and unblameably, we 
behaved ourſelves among you that believe: 
| | as 
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as ye know how we exhorted and 
comforted, and charged every one of you 


(as a father doth his children) That 
ye would walk worthy of God, who hath 
called you unto his kingdom and NA 
I TIMOTHY iii. F——9. 

This is a true ſaying, If a man deſire 
the office of a Biſhop, he deſireth a good 
work. A Biſhop then muſt be blame- 
leſs, the huſband of one wite, vigilant, 
ſober, of good behaviour, given to hoſpi- 
tality, apt to teach — not given to wine, 
no ſtriker, not greedy of filthy lucre, but 
patient; not a brawler, not covetous ;— 
one that ruleth well his own houſe, hav- 


ing his children in ſubjection with all gra- 


vity; (for if a man know not how 
to rule his own houſe, how ſhall he take 
care of the Church of God?) not a no- 
vice, leſt, being lifted up with pride, he 
fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
Moreover, he muſt have a good report of 
them which are without; leſt he fall into 
reproach, and the ſnare of the devil. 
Likewiſe muſt the Deacons be grave, not 
double tongued, not given to much wine, 
not greedy of filthy lucre holding 
the myſtery of the Faith in a pure con- 
ſcience. 

1 TIM. iv. 12 


5 


he thou an example of the believers, in 
7 - word, 


(6s 1 


word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, 
in faith, in purity. Till I come, give 
attendance to reading, to exhortation, to | 
doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is 5 
in thee, which was given thee by pro- 
phecy, with the laying on of the hands of 
the Preſpytery.—Meditate upon theſe 
things; give thyſelf wholly to them, that 
thy profiting may appear to all. Take 
heed unto thyſelf, and unto thy doctrine; 
continue in them; for in doing this, thou 
ſhalt both fave thyſelf, and them that hear 

. hee. | 

; 2 'T1M. i. 6, 7, 8, 

I put thee in remembrance, that thou 
ſtir up the gift of God which is in thee 
by the putting on of my hands. For 
God hath not given us the ſpirit of fear, 
but of power, and of love, and of a ſound 
mind.——Be not thou therefore aſhamed 
of the teſtimony of our Lord, nor of me 
his- priſoner ; but be thou partaker of the 
afflictions of the Goſpel, according to the 
power of God. 

VERSE 12, 14- 
f Hold faſt the form of ſound words, 
U which thou haſt heard from me, in faith 
l 1 and love, which is in Chriſt Jeſus.- 
1 That good thing which was committed 
| HF unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghoſt, which 
N dwelleth in us. 1 
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2 TI. ii. 1——16. ; 

My Son, be ſtrong in the grace that is 
in Chriſt Jeſus. And the things that 
thou haſt heard of me, among many wit- 
neſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful 
men, who ſhall be able to teach others 
alſo.- Thou therefore endure hardneſs, 
as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt. No 
man that warreth, entangleth himſelf with 
the affairs of this life; that he may pleaſe 
him who hath choſen him to be a ſoldier. 
And if a man ſtrive al ſo for maſteries, 
yet is he not crowned, except he ſtrive 
lawfully.——The huſbandman that la- 
boureth, muſt be firſt partaker of the 
fruits. Conſider what I ſay, and the 
Lord give thee underſtanding in all things. 
Remember, that Jeſus Chriſt, of the 
ſeed of David, was raiſed from the dead, 
according to my Goſpel : Wherein I 
ſuffer trouble as an evil doer, even unto 
bonds; but the word of God is not 
bound. —— Therefore I endure all things 
for the ele&'s fake, that they may alſo 
obtain the Salvation which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, with eternal Glory. It is a faith- 
ful ſaying; For if we be dead with him, 
we ſhall alſo live with him: — if we ſuf- 
fer, we ſhall alſo reign with him; if we 
deny him, he alſo will deny us: —if 
we believe not, yet he abideth faithful 
he 


C2 
he cannot deny himſelf, — Of theſe things 
put them in remembrance, charging them 
before the Lord, that they ſtrive not about 
words to no profit, but to-'the ſubverting 
of the hearers. Study to ſhew thyſelf. 
approved unto God, a workman that need- 
eth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. But ſhun profane and 
vain babblings; for they will increaſe unto 
more ungodlineſs. 
| VERSE 22— 26. 

Flee alſo youthful luſts; but follow 
righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace, with 
them that call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart. But fooliſh and unlearned queſ- 
tions avoid, knowing that they do gender 
ſtrifes - and the ſervant of the Lord muſt 

not ſtrive; but be gentle unto all men, 
apt to teach, patient—in meekneſs - in- 
ſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if 
God peradventure will give them repen- 

| tance to the acknowledging of the truth 

and that they may recover themſelves out 

of the ſnare of the devil, who are taken 

_ captive by him at his will. 
| 2 TIM. iv. I | | 

I charge thee before God, and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick 

and the dead at his appearing, and his 
kingdom: Preach the word, be inſtant 
in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, 


exhort 


EE” ®w 7 VI”FY ane” 


bles. 


Gee eee 


CC 


[.w 3 


exhort with all long-ſuffering and doctrine, 
For the time will come, when they 


will not endure found doctrine; but þ+ 
their own luſts, ſhall they heap to them- 
ſelves teachers, having itching ears. 
And they ſhall turn away their ears from 
the truth, and ſhall be turned unto fa- 
But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work of an Evan- 
geliſt, make full proof of thy miniſtry. 
Tirrus i. 5— 11. 

For this cauſe left I thee in Crete, that 
thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order the things that 
are wanting, and ordain elders in every 
city, as I had appointed thee.— If any 


be blameleſs, the huſband of one wife, 


having faithful children, not accuſed of 
riot, or unruly. For a Biſhop mult be 
blameleſs, as the ſteward of God; not 
ſelf-willed, not ſoon angry, not given to 
wine, no ſtriker, not given to filthy lucre; 
but a lover of hoſpitality, a lover of 
good men, ſober, juſt, holy, temperate ; 
holding faſt the faithful word, as he 
hath been taught, that he may -be able, by 
ſound doctrine, both to exhort, and to 
convince the gainſayers. For there are 


many unruly and vain talkers and deceiv- 
ers, eſpecially they of the Circumciſion— 


whoſe mouths muſt be topped, who ſub- 


vert 


(BF 1 
vert whole houſes, teaching things which 
they ought not, for filthy lucre's ſake. 


TiITus ii. 1. 


ak thou the things Ane become 


Pk doctrine. 
VERSE 7, 8. 


In all things ſhewing thyſelf a pattern 
of good works; in doctrine ſhewing un- 
corruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity — ſound 
ſpeech, that cannot be condemned; that 
he that is of the contrary part may be 


aſhamed, having no evil thing to ſay of 


you. 
+ VERSE Ig. 

Theſe things ſpeak and exhort, and re- 
buke with al authority. Let no man 
deſpiſe thee. 
HreBREWs xiii. 17. 

Obey them that have the rule-over you, 
and ſubmit yourſelves ; for they watch for 
your ſouls, as they that muſt give an ac- 
count; that they may do it with joy, and 
not with grief ; for that is unprofitable 
for you. 


4. 


I PETER v. I 


The Elders which are among you, 1 


exhort, who am alſo an Elder, and a wit- 


neſs of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and alſo 


partaker of the Glory that ſhall be reveal - 
ed: Feed the flock of God, which is 
among you, taking the overſight thereof, 

2 not 


Err, 


hath ſhewed me. 


[993 


not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for 


filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; 
neither as being lords over God's heri- 
tage, but being enſamples to the flock. ———- 
And when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
ye ſhall receive a crown of Glory, that fad- 
eth not away. 3 

2 PETER Ii. 12—15. 

I will not be negligent to put you al- 
ways in remembrance of theſe things, 
tho' ye know them, and be eſtabliſhed in 
the preſent truth. Yea, I think it meet, 
as long as I am in this tabernacle, to ſtir you 
up, by putting you in remembrance :— 
knowing, that ſhortly I muſt put off this my 
tabernacle, even as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Moreover, I will en- 
deavour that you may be able, after my de- 
ceaſe, to have theſe things always in re= 
membrance. 


——— — 


HEN ſuch a collection of Texts 

has been diſtinctly read over by the 
Miniſter, before the Congregation, he may 
then, in a ſerious and ſolemn manner, de- 
clare his aſſent and conſent to theſe Scrip- 
ture Rules and Exhortations; his ſincere 
reſolution to inſtruct the people committed 
to 
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o Ris charge agreeably to them; and to 
endeavour, by God's ' affiſtance, to frame 
his life and converſation by ſuch glorious 
examples and excellent admonitlons. 
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